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Mobile Biofuels stations kickoff opening by selling E85 for 85 cents

“Clean Corridor” stations increase Biofuels in Alabama

Mobile, AL – Last week, Hurricane Ike prompted a gasoline shortage leading retailers across the nation and along the Gulf Coast region to dramatically increase prices.  According to news reports generated by complaints to the Attorney General’s office, gasoline increased to as high as $6.99 per gallon at one location.

Today, Alabama takes another step toward energy diversity that will limit future gasoline scarcity issues and the related price spikes with the opening of new E85 ethanol and B20 biodiesel pumps at two gas stations in Mobile. The fueling centers, located on Airport and Government Boulevards are part of the I-65 Clean Corridor project. 

"Increasing the availability of biofuels is the right thing to do for our environment, our economy and our national security," said Gov. Bob Riley. "Biofuels burn cleaner, are good for agriculture because they are made from crops grown by our farmers, and reduce our dependence on imported oil, so we rely less on countries that do not have America's best interests at heart."

To kickoff the openings, the station owner, Ford’s Fuels LLC, offered E85 for 85 cents a gallon from 11 a.m. to 12 noon.  The rest of the day motorists paid only $2.85 for a gallon of the plant-based alternative fuel.  Joining Governor Riley at a press conference for the openings were representatives from the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition, Protec Fuel, Ford’s Fuels and Mobile Mayor Sam Jones.
“Nearly 7,000 Mobile-area residents own flex-fuel vehicles that can be run solely on gasoline, solely on E85, or any combination of the two,” said Mayor Jones. “E85 offers consumers a choice that can help lower our dependence on foreign oil.”

The Clean Corridor along Interstate 65 is the nation’s first Biofuels corridor providing the public with E85 ethanol and B20 biodiesel fueling options from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico.  When finalized, flexible fuel vehicle (FFV) and diesel vehicle owners will never be farther than a ¼ of a tank away from an E85 or biodiesel pump along I-65.  The Mobile station openings increase the infrastructure of alternative fuels and furthers the viability of biofuels as a consumer fueling option.

Today’s openings come less than a year after Governor Riley announced a grant from ADECA’s Energy Division to help fund the project.  The stations are owned by Ford’s Fuel, LLC, a new and innovative fuel supplier in Alabama and strong supporter of the state’s initiatives to increase alternative fuel use. Protec Fuel Management worked with Ford’s Fuel to design and build the station and is supplying the E85 and B20.  Promotional  efforts, labels and displays at the stations were provided by the Ethanol Promotional and Information Council (EPIC).  The efforts between stations, suppliers, and government agencies was coordinated by the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition, based in Birmingham.
“By opening these ethanol and biodiesel pumps in Mobile, our state takes an important step toward wider commercial availability of biofuels,” said Bill Johnson, ADECA director. “We have made the promotion of alternative fuels a priority at ADECA because we believe Alabama has the potential to become a leader in the biofuels industry.”

A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency study from January showed that ethanol made from switchgrass lowered dangerous emissions by over 94 percent.  The report is positive news for the alternative fuel source currently being researched by Auburn University. 

Typically, a gallon of E85 ethanol is cheaper than a gallon of gasoline.  The lower price of ethanol accommodates any expected loss in gas mileage.  E85 costs are dictated by their proximity to an ethanol production facility.  The nearer a station is to a plant, the cheaper the price tends to be.  With the recent opening of a cellulosic ethanol production demonstration facility in Livingston, Mobile and other Alabama E85 stations could potentially see lower E85 prices in the future.

“Sort of like the chicken and egg, we often get asked which needs to come first to increase the use of E85—more E85 infrastructure or more flex-fuel vehicles (FFV),” said Mark Bentley, Executive Director of the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition.  “We think they are walking hand-in-hand.  Automotive makers are providing more flex-fuel vehicle options; consumers are buying more of these vehicles; at the same time, we have more production facilities and stations opening.  Regardless of where it begins, the results are the same: less dependence on oil, more local jobs, and a cleaner environment.”

“Ford’s Fuels isn’t sure whether our Clean Corridor stations are chickens or eggs,” Don Evans, owner of Fords Fuel, said referring to the Bentley comment.  “Whichever, we are proud to provide more choices for consumers.”

Among the first users of the Fords Fuels stations will be Enterprise Rent-A-Car.  The local rental center will use the Government Boulevard station as its station for filling up E85 flex-fuel vehicles it rents.

The other targeted Clean Corridor locations in Alabama are to be constructed in Flomaton, Montgomery, Prattville, Warrior, and Athens.  The first Alabama Clean Corridor station opened in Birmingham in March.

Representatives joining Gov. Riley at the press conference were, Johnson of ADECA, Bentley of the Alabama Clean Fuels Coalition  Evans of Fords Fuels, LLC, and Steve Walk of Protec Fuel.

####


This alternative fuels infrastructure project was completed with the support of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Grant No. DE-PS26-06NT42770.  However, any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed herein are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of DOE.  The project was also was made possible by financial assistance from the Indiana Office of the Lieutenant Governor, the Indiana Office of Energy and Defense Development and the Energy Division of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.
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